
Help Keep Your Neighborhood Strong! 
Pay Your 2016 Dues Now! 

The DeWeese Ridgecrest Civic Association (DRCA) is collecting membership 
dues for 2016.  Dues are only $10 a household. The money we collect from 
dues allows us to provide a number of services to you and your neighbors such 
as renting a room for our meetings, providing meeting refreshments and food 
for the annual picnic, maintaining a website, and promoting your neighborhood 
with a garden tour, art show and neighborhood-wide garage sale.  We also offer 
neighborhood news email updates. Please help us continue to provide these 
important services by completing this membership form, bringing it to a  
neighborhood association meeting, or mailing it with your dues to:  

     Becky Drewing, DRCA Treasurer  
     2727 Lindale Avenue  
     Dayton, OH 45414 

If paying by check, please make your check out to DRCA. 
 

You may also pay your DRCA dues using PayPal at http://deweesedayton.org/membershippay_dues. 
……………………………………………..……………cut here…………………...……………………………….. 

2016 DeWeese Ridgecrest Civic Association Dues  
Membership questions? Ask Ann Schenking, Membership Co-Chair, at 277-8022 or aschenking@woh.rr.com. 

Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________________   

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

(If you wish to begin receiving neighborhood news via email, please provide us with your email address.) 

Day or Night, Our New Bridge Shines 

If you’ve driven, biked or walked near Ridge Avenue 
and Riverside Drive lately, you’ve probably marveled at 
the vast improvement the new Ridge Avenue Bridge 
has made.  And if you came by after dark, you’ve 
probably been even more impressed.  In addition to 
new turn lanes and wider sidewalks, the bridge features  
a pretty amazing light show.   

On the upper roadway, street lamps were installed that 
closely match the street lamps on our companion 
entryway bridge on Siebenthaler Avenue.  But beneath 
the bridge the nighttime effects are awesome:  the glow 
of the structure is visible for blocks.  The lighting also 
provides significant after dark security for the Miami 
Valley bikeway which passes under the bridge. 

Bring yourself and your family to 
Wegerzyn Gardens MetroPark 
Auditorium on Monday evening, 
December 14th from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. for our annual Holiday 
Celebration.  There will be food.  
There will be fun for the kids.   
There will be socializing.  There will 
even be some DeWeese Ridgecrest 
Association business. 

Here are five things you need to 
know about the Holiday Celebration: 

1. There will be food. 

We know that everyone likes a 
potluck, and that’s what we’ll have.   

Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert to the meeting.    

We will provide the beverages, place 
settings, utensils and whatever. 

Join Your Neighbors for a Holiday Celebration! 
Monday, December 14th is the Evening for Holiday Fun 
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2. Kids will have a great time. 

There will activities for kids of all 
ages, including [yum!] cookie 
decorating.  Rumor has it that a 
visitor from the North Pole may  
also appear. 

3. We’ll do some good. 

As a part of our celebration, we’re 
asking each of you to think of others 
who may be less fortunate.  Please 
consider bringing a NEW pair of 
socks (…or gloves, or mittens or a 
hat) to our Holiday Sock Drop.  
Inspired by the good work of the late 
Dale Huffman of the Dayton Daily 
News, we want to share the warmth 
of the holidays with others.   

4. We’ll do a bit of business. 

Every year at this time we elect 
officers for the coming year.  This 
year we’ll present a slate of officers 
to the membership for the positions 
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of President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  We’ll 
open the floor for nominations  
and entertain motions to complete 
the election process.  And we’ll 
have some exciting neighborhood 
news to share.  (Hint: less 
honeysuckle; more cherry trees.) 

5. The evening will be festive. 

There will be holiday music and 
decorations, our annual poinsettia 
giveaways and holiday cheer.  And 
plenty of time for socializing.  
Please note that we start at 6:00 
p.m.  If you live in the DeWeese-
Ridgecrest neighborhood, we hope 
you will join us! 

 

DeWeese Ridgecrest 
Holiday Celebration 

Monday, December 14th  
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Wegerzyn MetroPark Auditorium 
1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue 

Bring an appetizer or  
dessert to share! 

Bring brand NEW socks, hats, 
gloves or mittens for  

those who need them! 



 

DRCA Board 
 

Mike Herrlein,  
President, 
Newsletter Editor 
277-8022  
 

Sharon Deis,  
Vice-President 
623-9759 
 

Karen Drewing,  
Secretary 
830-2265 
 

Becky Drewing,  
Treasurer 
287-5345 
 

MaryAnne and Ted 
Blackshear, Parks & 
Beautification  
Committee 
274-7895 
 

Mary Faulkner, 
Meeting Hospitality 
274-4652 
 

Mike Fortunato,  
Priority Board  
Representative;  
Neighborhood  
Watch Director 
903-3559 
 

Carlene Maynes, 
Arts Ambassador 
831-6311 
 

Connie Nisonger, 
Meeting Programs 
274-3808 
 

Ann Schenking,  
Membership Co-Chair 
277-8022 
 

Alan Starnes,  
Membership Co-Chair 
278-9319 
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Giving Thanks for Good Neighbors 
by Mike Herrlein 

As I sat at the table for Thanksgiving 
dinner, I was grateful for many things,  
not the least of which are the many  
people who work hard to make our 
neighborhood such a great place to live. 

The DRCA Newsletter you have in your 
hands is delivered door-to-door by Bill 
Broomhall, Peggy Collins, Mark and 
Mary Faulkner, Mike Fortunato, Dawn 
Goeke, Gene, Connie and Michael 
Nisonger, Tom Noonan, Paul and 
Rosemary Picker, Wes Sferro, John and 
Mitzi Stuckey, the Wilhelm family, and 
Ralph Westgerdes. 

Every person who contributes refresh-
ments to our meetings is forever in my 
debt; great food makes great fellowship. 

We have a beautiful neighborhood and 
that’s not by accident.  MaryAnne and 
Ted Blackshear, Bruce and Vicki 
Long, Norm Neff, Sandy and Carol 
Prikkel, and Karla Brun all plant, trim, 
weed and otherwise maintain several 
public spaces that showcase our  
“urban forested” neighborhood. 

And perhaps most importantly, I want to 
thank the 138 households who were 
members of the DeWeese Ridgecrest 
Civic Association in 2015, and the 24 new 
households who have moved into D-R 
this year.  Welcome to DeWeese! 

Our neighborhood runs on the efforts of 
all who live here.  Kudos to the folks who 
give much and apologies to any I missed!  

Fun, Food at the Harvest Celebration 

Our first annual Fall Harvest Celebration, 
held October 19th, was a great success.  
Kids decorated pumpkins.  Neighbors 
gossiped with neighbors.  
Recruiters from the Dayton 
Fire and Police Departments 
auditioned hometown heroes 
for future generations.  The 
caramel apple station created 
sweet treats.  We even got a 
bit of our Neighborhood 
Association business done.   

And mostly everyone ate: 
casseroles and cakes, pies 
and potlucks, main courses, 
side dishes, everything from appetizers to 
zucchini bread and most all of the other 
food letters in between. 

Many folks brought dishes they not only 
made, but had grown in their own back 
yards.  Almost everyone seemed to have a 

family recipe they wanted to share. 

The Harvest Celebration is a way of  
capping the final warm weather of 
spring and early autumn with an 
opportunity for all members of the 
DeWeese-Ridgecrest neighborhood 
to come together, renewing old 
friendships and making new ones.  
Every generation was represented, 
many new faces appeared, and the 
group filled the Wegerzyn Garden 
Center Auditorium.  There was a 

clear consensus that a Harvest event 
should and will be a permanent fixture on 
the Association calendar each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dayton Fire Department 

Class of 2035 
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Dear Dr. DeWeese, 

I enjoy playing tennis at the excellent courts at the Jim Nichols 
Tennis Center at Ridge Avenue and DeWeese Parkway.  I wonder, 
however, why the complex is named after Jim Nichols.  Can you 
enlighten me? 

Sincerely, Game, Set, Match 

Dear Game, 

Courtesy of the Dayton Area Sports History website, your dear 
doctor found the following:  Jim Nichols graduated from Steele High 
School where he played tennis.  He attended Miami University and 
worked on the school paper, Miami Standard.  He became sports 
editor of the Journal Herald and Dayton Daily News and in later years 
was editor of the Downtowner.   

In 1954, with Wally Weston, he co-founded the Virginia Hollinger 
Memorial Tennis Club.  (As a side note, Virginia, a redhead  
from Dayton, was a national girls tennis champion in the 1930’s.   
The good doctor’s heart holds a special place for redheads.)  

Jim ran the Dayton Daily News/ Montgomery County Tennis 
Tournament.  In the 1970’s the tennis courts at DeWeese Parkway 
were named in his honor and he was inducted into the Dayton 
Tennis Hall of Fame in 1976.  Mr. Nichols died December 16,  
2008, at the age of 89.  The Montgomery County Open Tennis 
Tournament is played at the Jim Nichols Tennis Center.  

The Nichols Center has professional-
level clay courts and more traditional 
hard courts.  In the past year, the City 
has refurbished the hard courts and 
installed new bleachers.  The courts are 
managed and well maintained by City  
of Dayton employee Otis Anderson.  
 

Dear Dr. DeWeese, 

Is there an easy way to pay my City of 
Dayton water bill? 

Sincerely, Cool Drink of Water 

Dear Drink, 

Yes, there are many ways to pay your 
water bill and the City of Dayton has 
just made it easier.  Now you can view 
your bill online or on your cell phone, 
and pay your bill online or from your 
cell phone.  For more information, just 
go to www.paydaytonwater.com. As in 
the past, you may also pay your bill in 
person at City Hall, use the mail drop 
box at City Hall, or pay by mail. 

 

ASK 

DR. DEWEESE 

Important 
and Useful  
Telephone  
Numbers 

Emergencies 911 Waste Collection 333-4800 

Police — non-emergency 333-COPS  (333-2677) Housing Inspectors 333-3977 

Fire — non-emergency 333-FIRE  (333-3473) Water Emergency 333-4905 

DP&L Power Outage 1-877-468-8243 Street Light Repair 333-4800 

Northeast Priority Board 333-3670 Bulk Waste Pick-up 333-4800 

Dr. DeWeese is our expert on neighborhood 
issues of every kind.  Questions for the good 
doctor can be sent to the DRCA Newsletter 

Editor at mherrlein@woh.rr.com. 

http://www.paydaytonwater.com

